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DISAPPROVES COIMITTEE RECOltTCNDATION FOR UNCĤ .NGED LnNIMJM WAGE ORDER 
FOR VEGETABLE, FRUIT AND FRUIT JUICE CANNING INDUSTRY IN PUERTO RICO 

Reconnondation of a tri-partite industry oomni-fctoe that tho ninimum -wage 

undor tho Fair Labor Standards Act remain unchangod for the Vegetable, Fruit and 

Fruit Juico Canning Industry in Puerto Rioo -was disapproved today by F, Granville 

Grinos, Jr,, Acting Adrainistrator, Wago and Hour and Publio Conti-acts Divisions, 

U. S. Depar-fcnont of Labor, 

The connittee, aftor s-fcudying oonditions on the Island, rooonnondod 

that tho industry, whioh enploys somo 2,000 v/orkors, continuo at tho prosont 16-

conts-an-hour nininun v/ago, A public hearing on tho rocoraraendation \vas hold in 

•Washington on January 8, 1948, 

In disapproving tho rooomnondation, in accordance with tho provisions 

of Soction 8(d) of tho Fair Labor Standards Aot, tho Acting Adninistrator said 

"the nininun wage rate rooonnondod is not the highest nininun whioh will not sub­

stantially curtail cnploynont in the industry on tho Island," In a formal find­

ings and opinion, Grinos holds that the coranittoo's rooonnondation is not support­

ed by ovidonoo adduced at tho hearing, at which it was shown that "tho industry 

has boon ablo in actual practice to sustain a highor rate than tho curront one of 

16 conts." It was testified at the hoaring that "about 18 oonts per hour was tho 

gonorally accoptod nininura for the 'vast bulk of the oannorios'." 

According to provisions of tho Wago and Hour Law, tho Adninistrator, 
aftor disapproving a coranittoe reconnondation, nay rofor tho nattor back to the 
scjno connittoo, or to a nô v connittoe, for furthor consideration and reconnondaî i 
tion. 

Text of tho adrainistrativo ordor disapproving the reconnondation is pub­
lishod in tho Federal Rogistor today. Copies of tho ordor, as woll as of the 
findings and opinion upon v/hioh it is based, nay bo obtained fron the Divisions 
without charge ou requost» 
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